[Metalloproteases and their inhibitors: role in pathogenesis of selected examples].
Proteolytic enzymes and their inhibitors are crucial in host-pathogen interaction. Metalloproteases secreted by pathogenic microbes play an important role in destroying not only host tissues but also their immune proteins. Metalloproteinase inhibitors, in contrast, may serve as effective therapeutic agents, which is especially important because of the increasing number of microorganisms resistant to known antibiotics. The role of metalloproteases produced by the bacterium Pseudomonas aeruginosa in the colonization of the host organism is described. Attention has also been paid to the role of inhibitors of these enzymes in defense responses and underlined their potential role in inhibiting the development of infection.